The bicellular and reflexive membrane junctions of renomedullary interstitial cells: functional implications of reflexive gap junctions.
Renomedullary interstitial cells are loosely organized within the interstitial space surrounding collecting ducts, limbs of Henle, and capillaries of the rat renal medulla. These cells possess long processes, which interact with each other and with cell bodies to form bicellular tight, intermediate, and gap junctions. In addition, both cell bodies and cell processes possess "reflexive" gap and intermediate junctions. Possible functions of renomedullary interstitial cell membrane junctions are discussed. Particular attention is given to a consideration of the functional significance of "reflexive" gap junctions.